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The world is undergoing major development, changes and adjustments. The trend toward
multi-polarity, economic globalization, IT application and cultural diversity is deepening.
Countries are increasingly interconnected and interdependent. Meanwhile, the world is
witnessing growing instabilities and uncertainties, with unilateralism, protectionism and
de-globalization on the rise.
Remarkable socio-economic progress has been achieved since China launched reform and
opening-up 40 years ago. Yet China’s international status as the world’s biggest
developing country remains unchanged. Under the guidance of Xi Jinping Thought on
Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era, China will stay committed to pursuing
peaceful development, comprehensively deepening reform and breaking new grounds in
opening-up on all fronts, and building a new type of international relations and a community
with a shared future for mankind in order to create new opportunities for and make fresh
contributions to world peace and development.
European integration has advanced as regional countries and their people endeavor to
maintain peace and gain strength through unity. The European Union, a grouping of
countries with the highest level of integration and strong overall strength, plays a
strategically important role in the international arena. Despite events including Brexit, the EU
has remained committed to the direction of integration, pressed ahead with reforms in
response to challenges and played a major role in regional and international affairs.
As major participants in and contributors to world multi-polarity and economic globalization,
China and the EU share extensive common interests in upholding world peace and stability,
promoting global prosperity and sustainable development and advancing human civilization,
making the two sides indispensable partners to each other’s reform and development. The
EU has been China’s largest trading partner for 14 years in a row and China the EU’s
second largest trading partner. Developing a sound relationship with the EU has long been a
foreign policy priority for China.

The two policy papers on the EU issued by the Chinese government in 2003 and 2014
provided important guidance to the development of China-EU relations. The year 2018
marks the 15th anniversary of the China-EU Comprehensive Strategic Partnership and the
20th anniversary of the China-EU Summit. Based on past achievements and in keeping with
the times, China’s third policy paper on the EU aims at identifying the direction, principles
and specific measures to deepen the China-EU Comprehensive Strategic Partnership in the
new era and promote greater development of China-EU relations.
Part One
The Guiding Principles of China-EU Relations
Since the inception of the China-EU Comprehensive Strategic Partnership in 2003, the two
sides have broadened and deepened their relations and fostered all-dimensional,
multi-tiered and wide-ranging exchanges and cooperation. In his historic visit to the EU
headquarters in 2014, President Xi Jinping reached important consensus with EU leaders
on building China-EU partnership for peace, growth, reform and civilization, charting the
course for deepening the win-win China-EU Comprehensive Strategic Partnership and
setting out the overarching goals of China’s policy on the EU in the long run. China
proposes that the two sides view the China-EU relationship from a strategic and long-term
perspective and adhere to the following principles in developing China-EU relations:
-Uphold mutual respect, equality and the one China principle to cement the most important
political foundation of China-EU relations.
-Uphold openness, inclusiveness and win-win cooperation, strengthen exchanges in
development philosophy and coordination of development plans.
-Uphold fairness and justice, stick together in trying times, and join hands to improve the
global governance system.
-Uphold inter-civilization dialogue and harmony in diversity to facilitate mutual learning
between the Chinese and European civilizations.
China welcomes a united, stable, open and prosperous Europe, supports the European
integration process, and remains committed to developing ties with EU institutions, member
states and other European countries in a comprehensive, balanced and mutually reinforcing
manner. Based on common interests and needs, China and the Central and Eastern
European countries have conducted win-win, open and transparent cross-regional

cooperation. The support and constructive participation by the EU and other parties are
welcomed. China hopes to see Brexit proceed in an orderly fashion and stands ready to
advance China-EU and China-UK relations in parallel.
China will continue to step up high-level exchanges with the EU and EU member states, fully
leverage the role of the China-EU Summit in providing strategic guidance to China-EU
relations, further implement the China-EU 2020 Strategic Agenda for Cooperation the two
sides

jointly

formulated

in

2013

and

discuss

follow-up

plans,

and

reinforce

inter-governmental exchanges and dialogues at various levels. Exchanges on an equal
footing and mutual learning should be enhanced between our legislatures, political parties,
localities and social groups. China and the EU should expand practical cooperation in
various fields and engage in third party cooperation. These exchanges and cooperation will
help the two sides draw on each other’s strengths, embrace sound interactions and
achieve common development.
As an important global public good from China, the Belt and Road Initiative follows the
principle of consultation and cooperation for shared benefits, upholds openness,
inclusiveness and transparency, observes international rules and market principles, and
pursues high quality and high standards tailored to local conditions. China welcomes the
active participation of the EU and other European countries in a joint effort to build a road
that promotes peace, prosperity, openness and innovation, connects civilizations, facilitates
green development, and upholds high ethical standards.
Honoring the commitment to respecting China’s sovereignty and territorial integrity,
upholding the one China principle with concrete actions, and respecting China’s core
interests and major concerns bear on the long-term stability and growth of China-EU
relations. The EU should explicitly oppose “Taiwan independence” in any form, support
China’s peaceful reunification, and handle Taiwan-related issues with prudence.
Exchanges between the EU and Taiwan should be strictly limited to nonofficial and
people-to-people activities, and there should be no official contact or exchanges in any form.
The EU should refrain from signing with Taiwan any agreement with sovereign implications
or official in nature. No institutions of an official nature should be established. The EU should
not endorse Taiwan’s membership in any international organization where statehood is
required, not sell Taiwan any weapons or any equipment, materials or technologies that can
be used for military purposes, and not carry out military exchanges or cooperation in any
form.

The central government of China supports and encourages the governments of the Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region and the Macao Special Administrative Region in
developing mutually beneficial and friendly cooperation in such areas as economy, trade,
culture and tourism with the EU and its member states in accordance with the principle of
“one country, two systems” and provisions of the two Basic Laws. Given that Hong Kong
and Macao are China’s special administrative regions, their affairs are part of China’s
internal affairs and should not be interfered in by the EU side.
China appreciates the position of the EU and its member states that recognizes Tibet as an
integral part of China’s territory and does not support “Tibet independence”. The EU
should not allow leaders of the Dalai group to visit the EU or its member states in any
capacity or under any name to carry out separatist activities, not arrange any form of contact
with officials from the EU and its member states, and not support or facilitate any anti-China
separatist activities for “Tibet independence”. It is also imperative that the EU side not
support or facilitate the East Turkestan Islamic Movement and any other activity of
anti-China separatism, violent terrorism and religious extremism.
Despite differences in history, culture, social systems and development stages, China and
the EU have no fundamental strategic conflicts but share much more common ground than
differences. It is important that the two sides engage in dialogues instead of confrontation,
enhance mutual understanding and trust through equal consultation, build as much
consensus as possible, accommodate each other’s legitimate concerns, and handle
disputes and frictions in a constructive way.
China is ready to work with the EU to strengthen dialogue and coordination at bilateral,
regional and global levels, promote and practise multilateralism, uphold the UN-centered
international order and system, and tackle global challenges. China and the EU need to
stand firmly against unilateralism and protectionism, push for a more open, inclusive and
balanced economic globalization beneficial to all, and support the international community in
formulating and improving fair, equitable and just international rules and standards to ensure
that all parties engage in decision making as equals, enjoy their legitimate rights, and
shoulder responsibilities and obligations commensurate with their levels of development.

Part Two
Cooperation in Political, Security and Defense Fields
Fully leverage the China-EU High Level Strategic Dialogue as a major platform to deepen
strategic communication and coordination, build strategic consensus and deepen mutual
trust.
Continue to hold the China-EU consultations on foreign policies and dialogues on regional
affairs to facilitate political solutions to regional and international hotspot issues.
Enhance exchange, coordination and cooperation under the UN framework to support the
UN in playing an active role and explore joint initiatives and actions on issues of common
interest and with common ground between China and the EU and its member states. Jointly
support the reform of the UN to strengthen its role and improve its efficiency. Increase
exchange and practical cooperation on UN peacekeeping.
Intensify counter-terrorism communication and collaboration on the basis of mutual respect
and equality, and firmly reject double standards for fresh progress in international
counter-terrorism cooperation.
Enhance cooperation between police forces. China stands ready to expand exchanges and
cooperation with Europol and launch joint patrols with EU member states as appropriate.
Strengthen communication and cooperation on public legal services, and extradition and
criminal judicial assistance for more practical and effective joint combat against
transnational crimes.
Increase communication and cooperation on non-proliferation and export control. Jointly
advance international nuclear security cooperation. Prevent weaponization of and arms race
in outer space and safeguard its peace and security. Uphold the authority and universality of
the multilateral disarmament regime. Jointly preserve the authority of the Non-Proliferation
Treaty as the cornerstone of the international nuclear non-proliferation and disarmament
regime, and support global efforts to ban nuclear tests. Support the Conference on
Disarmament in adopting a comprehensive and balanced work program at an early date and
carrying out substantive work.
Make good use of the China-EU Cyber Taskforce, jointly advocate a community with a
shared future in cyberspace, promote norms for responsible State behavior in cyberspace
under the UN framework, and advance the reform of the global internet governance system

for a peaceful, secure, open, cooperative and orderly cyberspace.
Maintain high-level exchanges between defense authorities, enhance communication and
cooperation through the dialogue mechanism on security policies. Actively expand
personnel training and exchange programs, joint exercises, and cooperation in such
non-traditional security fields as humanitarian rescue and assistance, peacekeeping and
escort missions.
The EU and its member states should lift its arms embargo on China at an early date.
Deepen dialogue and cooperation under the ASEM framework, and advance ASEM reform
on the basis of mutual respect, equality, mutual benefit and consensus-building with a focus
on practical outcomes for ASEM to play its unique role in the global governance system.

Part Three
Cooperation in Trade, Investment, Connectivity,
and Fiscal and Financial Fields
Give full play to the guiding role of the China-EU High Level Economic Dialogue, deepen
dialogues on macroeconomic, economic and trade policies, enhance mutual understanding
and proper reading of and seek greater synergy between each other’s policies and
regulations, unlock cooperation potential, handle disagreements and frictions in a
constructive manner, avoid politicizing economic and trade issues, and ensure the sustained,
steady and win-win progress of China-EU economic and trade relations.
Make joint efforts with a positive and pragmatic attitude to reach a win-win bilateral
investment treaty, and launch a joint feasibility study on China-EU Free Trade Area at an
early date to build a sound institutional framework for upgrading the economic and trade
cooperation.
Promote coordinated development of trade in goods and services. China will expand the
import of high quality goods from the EU through existing channels and new platforms such
as the China International Import Expo. The EU should ease its high-tech export control on
China, strictly fulfill its WTO obligations, ensure that its trade remedy legislation and
practices are in line with WTO rules, apply trade remedy measures reasonably, and prevent
discrimination, de jure or de facto, against some WTO members.

Maintain two-way openness and facilitate mutual investment. China will significantly ease
market access, fully implement the management system of pre-establishment national
treatment and a negative list in a bid to foster a stable, fair, transparent, law-based and
predictable business environment that protects the legitimate rights and interests of foreign
investment and treats Chinese and foreign firms registered in China as equals. China hopes
that the EU will keep its investment market open, reduce and eliminate investment hurdles
and discriminatory barriers, and provide Chinese companies investing in Europe a fair,
transparent and predictable policy environment and protect their legitimate rights and
interests.
Enhance exchanges and cooperation in the field of competition, and jointly uphold the
market order of fair competition. China follows with interest the EU laws and regulations on
trade and investment, and hopes that EU makes its legislation consistent with WTO rules
and takes concrete actions to safeguard an open and fair market environment to reduce and
remove the doubts and concerns of Chinese companies. The Chinese government supports
Chinese companies in Europe in setting up the China Chamber of Commerce to the EU.
Promote the development of the China-EU Connectivity Platform, seek greater synergy
between the Belt and Road Initiative and the EU development plans including the EU
Strategy on Connecting Europe and Asia, the Investment Plan for Europe, the
Trans-European Transport Networks, actively leverage the role of the Asian Infrastructure
Investment Bank, the European Investment Bank, the European Bank for Reconstruction
and Development, and the China-EU Joint Investment Fund, better implement all
cooperation projects, and encourage active participation of EU member states. Support the
sound development of the China-Europe Railway Express, simplify the international railway
transport procedures, lower transit costs, and provide better security protection for goods.
Make good use of transportation cooperation mechanisms at all levels, and enhance policy
dialogue, aligning of and exchanges on technical standards. Support port and shipping
companies in actively participating in each other’s projects, promote all-round and mutually
beneficial shipping and maritime cooperation. Follow through on the consensus on civil
aviation and enhance exchanges and cooperation.
Advance customs cooperation to facilitate trade. The China-EU Joint Customs Cooperation
Committee will provide better guidance and coordination for customs cooperation. Fully
implement the Agreement on Cooperation and Mutual Administrative Assistance in Customs
Matters and other documents, promote cooperation on IPR border law enforcement, Smart
and Secure Trade Lanes, mutual recognition of Authorized Economic Operator, trade

statistics, combating fraud, monitoring of solid waste, cross-border sanitary and
phytosanitary quarantine, security of imported and exported goods, and supervision of food
safety, and actively explore new areas of cooperation such as regulation of cross-border
e-commerce.
Further enhance communication and cooperation on intellectual property rights, support IP
agencies on both sides in establishing and improving regular communication mechanisms
for more dialogue on IPR creation, utilization, protection, management and services to
jointly foster a more enabling IPR environment. Support early conclusion of the Agreement
on Geographical Indications. China protects the lawful IPRs of foreign enterprises in China
and hopes that the EU and its member states will strengthen the protection of Chinese IPRs.
Increase exchanges and cooperation in such areas as standards, metrology, certification,
quality management and supervision, and safety check of special equipment, fully harness
the role of the China-Europe Standards Information Platform in discussing the
standardization issues of common interest to provide Chinese and European enterprises
with timely, effective and authoritative information on standards.
Leverage mechanisms such as the China-EU Economic and Financial Dialogue and the
Working Group between the People’s Bank of China and the European Central Bank to
maintain close communication on major international economic and financial issues.
Support greater two-way openness of the financial sector and advance cooperation on
cross-border financial infrastructure connectivity. Promote cooperation between financial
institutions, including cooperation with multilateral financial institutions, and between
businesses, maintain steady development of the financial sector, deepen communication
and dialogue between the financial regulatory bodies, enhance mutual regulatory
recognition and trust, and actively address appeals from banks on both sides for
cross-border operations.
Financial institutions from EU member states are welcome to enter the Chinese market.
China hopes that the EU will support Chinese financial institutions in setting up institutions in
Europe and expand access channels for Chinese policy financial institutions to do business
in the EU. Support CEINEX in becoming a platform for offshore trade in RMB-denominated
financial products, risk management and asset allocation. China encourages EU member
states to issue RMB bonds in China and offshore RMB bonds in major global financial
centers. China hopes that the EU will exercise caution when introducing the Intermediate
Parent Undertaking requirement to safeguard the sound development of the financial
cooperation between the two sides.

Carry out cooperation under the G20 framework to jointly support the G20’s status and
role as the premier forum for international economic cooperation. Uphold the spirit of
partnership, support multilateralism, strengthen macroeconomic policy coordination,
advance structural reforms, promote reform in the international financial system, push
forward trade and investment liberalization and facilitation, and build an open world
economy.
Strengthen communication on the WTO reform through the joint working group on WTO
reform to safeguard the WTO’s core values and fundamental principles, uphold its
authority and effectiveness, safeguard the development space of its developing members,
and promote a more open, inclusive, transparent multilateral trading regime.
Part Four
Cooperation in Scientific Research, Innovation, Emerging Industries,
and Sustainable Development
Make good use of the China-EU Science and Technology Cooperation Joint Steering
Committee, the Innovation Cooperation Dialogue and the Co-funding Mechanism for
Research and Innovation under the framework of the China-EU Science and Technology
Cooperation Agreement, work out a roadmap for cooperation on scientific research and
innovation, and conduct comprehensive cooperation in frontier disciplines, basic research
and major social challenges, implement flagship projects in agriculture and biotechnology,
the environment, sustainable urbanization, surface transportation, safe and green aviation,
and health biotechnology, and expand cooperation on information and communications,
smart manufacturing, health, and new materials.
Fully harness the role of the China-EU/ESA Dialogue on Space Technology Cooperation,
and advance cooperation in earth observation, space technology, space science, space
application, deep space observation and manned space flight, discuss the establishment of
a dialogue mechanism on space policy cooperation, and seek greater synergy in broad
areas.
Bring into full play the China-EU Industrial Dialogue and Consultation Mechanism as a
platform to reinforce policy communication on automobiles, vessels, raw materials, SMEs
and industrial energy efficiency, further synergize industrial development strategies, support
industries, universities and research institutes on both sides in expanding cooperation on
smart manufacturing, green manufacturing, new energy vehicles, intelligent connected

vehicles, new materials, and high-tech vessels, and advance the development of an
exchange platform for SMEs to unleash their cooperation potential.
China and the EU need to support each other and carry out exchanges and cooperation in
developing “Digital China” and the EU Digital Single Market. Make good use of such
mechanisms as the China-EU Dialogue on Information Technology, Telecommunications
and Informatization, and the China-EU Digital Economy and Cybersecurity Expert Working
Group, deepen cooperation on 5G, promote technological exchanges and standardization
cooperation on the digital economy, Internet of Things, Internet of Vehicles, Industrial
Internet, artificial intelligence and smart cities, develop pilot demonstration projects, and
facilitate practical cooperation among industries. Jointly tackle risks and challenges brought
about by new technologies.
Noting the higher requirements made by the EU General Data Protection Regulation
(GDPR) on privacy protection, data security, and trade and investment for corporations with
digital businesses in Europe, the Chinese side hopes that the implementation of the GDPR
will not affect normal business interactions between the two sides. China will continue to
carry out exchanges, mutual learning and cooperation with the EU on data protection to
better protect personal information and the legitimate rights and interests of citizens.
Make full use of the China-EU Dialogue on Agriculture and Rural Development, deepen
cooperation

on

agro-technology

research

and

development,

training

of

young

agro-professionals, animal health and rural development, promote steady growth of trade in
agro-products, and strengthen mutual support and collaboration in international
organizations such as the Food and Agriculture Organization of the Untied Nations.
Give better play to the China-EU Water Policy Dialogue and the Water Platform, enhance
communication and deepen cooperation on water supply and food security in rural areas,
water and urbanization, river basin management and planning, and water and energy
security, strengthen exchanges and sharing of experience and technologies in water
recycling and drinking water protection.
Conduct the China-EU High Level Forestry Policy Dialogue, continue to enhance exchanges
and cooperation among all stakeholders in timber production, processing and consumption,
jointly explore paths and methods of mutual recognition of timber legality between China
and EU member states, and promote cooperation on the implementation and law
enforcement of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna
and Flora.

Develop the China-EU Blue Partnership, enhance dialogue and cooperation in ocean
governance, blue economy, protection and sustainable use of maritime resources, maritime
technological innovation, polar affairs, and fishery-related areas, carry out practical
cooperation programs, and strengthen communication and coordination on negotiations of
ocean-related international agreements.
Fully leverage the China-EU Energy Dialogue, actively implement the China-EU Roadmap
on Energy Cooperation, carry out dialogue and exchanges on energy policies, deepen
cooperation on energy system, energy efficiency and clean energy, including developing an
electric power market, improving power infrastructure, establishing a safe and efficient
natural gas market, and increasing renewable energy consumption, and promote energy
security of both sides.
Further promote all-dimensional and high-level cooperation on peaceful use of nuclear
energy, continue to strengthen substantive cooperation on nuclear fission, nuclear fusion,
nuclear security, nuclear safeguards, nuclear non-proliferation, nuclear technology research,
and the non-power uses of nuclear technology in medical care and health, environmental
protection, food safety, industrial processing and public security.
Give full play to the China-EU Ministerial Dialogue on Environmental Policy, discuss the
establishment of a green development partnership, strengthen policy exchanges and
cooperation on pollution prevention and control, environmental governance, biodiversity
conservation and green growth, and encourage enterprises from both sides to engage in
joint research and development and business cooperation on environmental protection.
Maintain communication and coordination on major global environmental issues, and
implement international environmental conventions.
Increase China-EU policy dialogue and practical cooperation in climate change-related
fields, strengthen cooperation on carbon emission trading, enhance exchanges and
cooperation on climate change and low-carbon development at the city level. Adhere to the
principles and provisions in the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change,
jointly advance follow-up negotiations and effective implementation of the Paris Agreement,
and actively develop and improve the global climate governance system to promote green,
low-carbon, and sustainable development.
The MOU on China-EU Circular Economy Cooperation will serve as guidance for efforts to
enhance cooperation on the circular economy and increase exchanges on the management
system, policy tools, investment and financing, and policy research of the circular economy.

Implement the Joint Declaration on the China-EU Partnership on Urbanization, and work to
deepen such a partnership. Enhance dialogue and cooperation on regional policies, deepen
sub-national cooperation, support exchanges and collaboration on policies related to
megalopolises, metropolitan areas and small and medium-sized cities. Deepen practical
cooperation among Chinese and European provinces and municipalities, between cities and
industrial parks, and between cities and enterprises. Various sectors from the EU are
welcome to actively participate in the integration of the Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei region and the
development of the Yangtze River Economic Belt, the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao
Greater Bay Area, the Xiong’an New Area and the Hainan pilot free trade zone and free
trade port.
Jointly implement the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, respect each other’s
national conditions and development paths, promote economic, social and environmental
development in a balanced manner, give priority to livelihood issues including poverty
alleviation, education and health, follow the principle of “common but differentiated
responsibilities”, improve global partnership for development, and achieve common
development and prosperity.

Part Five
Social and People-to-People Cooperation
Fully leverage the coordinating role of the High-level People-to-People Dialogue and
continue to explore new fields, models and approaches of exchanges and cooperation.
Facilitate personnel flows, and actively work toward the goals in the second phase of the
roadmap of the China-EU Mobility and Migration Dialogue.
Carry out China-EU Employment and Social Security Policy Dialogue. Strengthen and
improve the high-level dialogue platform on human resources and social security under the
framework of the MOU on Employment and Social Affairs Dialogue. Continue to implement
the technical cooperation projects on social security, promote social security and unity, work
for higher quality and fuller employment, narrow income gaps, pursue greater social
integration, ensure occupational safety and health, promote decent work, address
challenges including youth employment, aging, migration and mobility, and advance
exchanges and cooperation on social welfare, social assistance, social affairs, social work
and community governance.

Strengthen China-EU dialogues and exchanges on health policy, carry out practical
cooperation in health promotion, antimicrobial resistance and IT application in medical care,
and enhance food safety. Continue to conduct the China-EU Dialogue on Work Safety, and
push forward cooperation in emergency management, earthquake technology, disaster
preparedness and relief, and work safety.
Continue to increase exchanges between students and scholars, strengthen communication
and exchanges on education policies, and explore mutual recognition of quality and
standards of higher education and vocational education. Make use of the platforms such as
the China-EU Education Policy Dialogue, the China-EU Higher Education Platform for
Cooperation and Exchange and the China-EU University Presidents Forum, facilitate
exchanges and cooperation between education think tanks. Encourage universities from
both sides to carry out high-quality cooperation in running schools and joint education
programs.
Jointly protect and promote cultural diversity. Enhance the China-EU dialogue on cultural
policies, upgrade cooperation between cultural industries, work toward long-term and stable
cooperative relations between major cultural institutions, and support cultural exchanges
and cooperation with distinct features between cities. Facilitate efforts by China and EU
member states to set up cultural centers in each other’s countries. Further explore each
other’s tourism markets and boost cooperation between tourism industries based on the
success of the China-EU Tourism Year of 2018.
Strengthen sports exchanges and cooperation between China and EU member states,
encourage mutual participation in sports events and international conferences. Expand
cooperation in winter sports by seizing opportunities presented by the 2022 Beijing Winter
Olympics.
Encourage media cooperation in various forms, welcome the participation of media
organizations from EU member states in the Belt and Road News Network, expand press
and publishing cooperation, facilitate exchanges of broadcasting and television
organizations, and support cooperation in the production of film and TV programs, book
translation and joint interviews. It is believed that media professionals should observe their
professional ethics, and oppose and combat fake news and illegal online content. China will
continue to provide facilitation for EU correspondents in China in accordance with laws and
regulations and hopes that the EU will play a positive role in facilitating objective, impartial
and accurate coverage of China by media in EU member states.

Make good use of the China-EU Legal Affairs Dialogue, carry out legal policy exchange,
mutual learning and cooperation to better understand each other’s legal systems and
promote China-EU cooperation.
Continue to conduct constructive exchanges on human rights on the basis of equality and
mutual respect in the hope that these exchanges play a positive role in promoting China-EU
relations and common progress on human rights. The European side should view China’s
human rights conditions in an objective and fair manner and refrain from interfering in
China’s internal affairs and judicial sovereignty in the name of human rights.
Encourage think tanks from both sides to increase intellectual exchanges to play their
positive and constructive role in facilitating mutual understanding and proper perception
between people of the two sides, and make recommendations for growing China-EU
relations. China welcomes lawful activities by NGOs from other countries, including EU
member states, supports their positive role in promoting friendly exchanges between China
and their home countries, and will continue to provide necessary facilitation and services.
Build a wide-ranging and multi-tiered network for China-EU youth exchanges and continue
to hold the China-EU Youth Policy Dialogue and Expert Seminar as well as themed
exchanges between youth organizations.
China hopes that the EU side will earnestly protect the safety and legitimate rights and
interests of Chinese nationals in its member states. Chinese nationals are encouraged to
integrate into local communities, actively play the role of a bridge, and contribute to mutual
understanding and cooperation between the two sides.
Support continued efforts by the China Economic and Social Council and the European
Economic and Social Committee in hosting the China-EU Roundtable, and support NGOs
from both sides in carrying out cooperation in accordance with laws and regulations and
playing their positive role in promoting China-EU people-to-people dialogue and exchanges.
http://www.chinamission.be/eng/mhs/t1622890.htm

Development through Openness, Mutual Benefit though Cooperation
Keynote Speech by H.E. Ambassador Zhang Ming at the 8th China-Europe Forum
2018/12/01

Managing Director Gunnar Wiegand,
President Chi Fulin，
Ladies and Gentlemen,
It is a great pleasure to join you at the 8th edition of China-Europe Forum. Since its inception
in 2011, the Forum has brought together policymakers, business representatives and
leading academics from across China and Europe. The discussions have played a
meaningful role in promoting mutual understanding, mutual trust, and cooperation between
China and Europe.
Now, China-Europe relations are embracing new opportunities. It is all the more important to
consider how to build on the momentum and shape the future. In that sense, this Forum
could not have come at a better time. I wish to thank the organizers for making this event
possible and extend a warm welcome to all of you. Before benefiting from your insights, I
would like to share a few thoughts.
Forty years ago, Mr. DENG Xiaoping made a bold decision to resume the College Entrance
Examination after a 10-year pause. I was one of the millions who sat for the exam. Thanks
to that, I was able to go to college, join the foreign services later, and speak to you today as
an ambassador. Similar stories happened to many people of my age and younger
generations in China.
Mr. DENG Xiaoping’s decision was not only a game-changer in our personal life, but also a
clarion call to kick-start China’s reform and opening-up. Since then, China’s
development potential has been greatly unleashed. With knowledge, hope, vitality, and
above all, the hard-working spirit of the Chinese nation, we have made a big difference.
China’s per-capita GDP has surged from US$160 to over US$8,800. Over 700 million
people have shaken off poverty. Living standards have greatly improved. China has become
the largest exporter and the second largest importer, and contributes to more than 30
percent of global growth annually.

These achievements have been made possible through the persistent efforts of Chinese
people, as well as the support of and cooperation with global partners like Europe. In
December 1978, Siemens set up the first electrical and electronics exhibition in Shanghai,
becoming one of the first foreign companies getting involved in China’s reform and
opening-up.
Forty years later, still in Shanghai, the first China International Import Expo (CIIE) was held,
with the participation of 15 EU member states and over 800 European companies. The UK,
Germany and Hungary were Guests of Honor.
The two expos, forty years apart, illustrate how far China-Europe cooperation has gone.
It is interesting to note that some European friends, while recognizing China’s efforts to
further reform and opening up, have expressed a desire to see bigger steps and faster pace.
I would say, such desire echoes the direction that China is moving toward. Opening-up was
key to China’s development in the past 40 years, and there is not a single reason to give
up the good policy in the future.
At the CIIE, Chinese President XI Jinping said that in the coming 15 years, China’s imports
of goods and services are expected to exceed US$30 trillion and US$10 trillion respectively.
China will accelerate opening in such areas as medical service and education. Negotiations
on a China-EU investment agreement will be sped up. These announcements are definitely
good news for China-Europe cooperation.
Indeed, it’s easier said than done. But we are making every possible effort to deliver.
Since the start of this month, we have cut tariffs on another 1,585 items, bringing the overall
tariff level from 9.8% to 7.5%, far lower than the level that China committed to upon WTO
accession. Last April, we pledged to ease market access in the car industry. It was turned
into action in just six months. BMW became the first foreign automaker that holds majority
stakes in a joint venture.
China’s business environment has visibly improved. According to the latest World Bank
report, China’s global ranking in terms of ease of doing business has jumped from 78 to 46.
We have promulgated nearly 20 laws and regulations on IPR protection, and have paid a
greatly increased amount of royalties to foreign IP holders. We never allow and strictly
prohibit forced transfer or theft of technology.

Ladies and Gentlemen,
China’s reform and opening-up has been accompanied by the growth of China-EU
relations. The great Chinese philosopher Confucius said, “A man of 40 no longer has
doubts.” After a journey of over 40 years, China-EU relations have become more mature.
From the signing of the first official trade agreement in 1978 till now, China-EU trade and
investment has increased by more than 250 folds. The two sides are connected by over 7
million mutual visits each year and over 600 flights each week. More than 11,000 trips have
been made along the China-Europe express rail link.
The theme of this Forum--Cooperation, Competition and the Search for Common
Ground—provides a lot of food for thought. In a rapidly-changing world, it is advisable for
China and the EU to take a fresh look at cooperation and competition, and act together to
bring a greater sense of certainty. It is crucial to bear in mind the following things:
First, China and the EU are partners, not rivals. In 2003, we established the comprehensive
strategic partnership. In 2014, during President XI Jinping’s visit to the EU, the two sides
agreed to promote partnership for peace, growth, reform and civilization. Between us, there
are not geopolitical conflicts nor fundamental clashes of interests. China always supports
European integration and does not interfere in Europe’s internal affairs. We have over 70
dialogue

mechanisms

covering

foreign

policy,

security,

economy

and

trade,

people-to-people exchanges, science and technology, among others. Both of us believe in
the value of dialogue and have the habit of cooperation rather than confrontation.
Secondly, China and the EU can achieve win-win results. We have a lot to offer to each
other. European capital and technologies have contributed to China’s modernization.
Cooperation with China has given a boost to Europe’s growth. At this year’s China-EU
Summit, we sent positive signals on the investment agreement and geographical indications
agreement negotiations. We commit to building synergy between the Belt and Road
Initiative and the EU’s connectivity strategy. All this bodes well for the future of our
cooperation.
Thirdly, China and the EU have a joint responsibility to safeguard multilateralism and free
trade. Over the year, Chinese and EU leaders reaffirm the strong commitment to resisting
unilateralism and protectionism, and to upholding the rules-based multilateral trade system.
We have set up a joint working group on WTO reform, which has met for the first time and
the second time soon. We are not just protecting our own interests, but preserving the

common interests of the global community and the authority of international rules.
Fourthly, China and the EU are good partners in global governance. At this year’s summit,
Chinese and EU leaders adopted a statement on climate change, a good step to jointly
spearhead sustainable development. We have made efforts on the Iran nuclear deal to
maintain peace in the Middle East and uphold the international non-proliferation regime. We
have close communication on such hotspot issues as Syria and Afghanistan. Our relations
go far beyond bilateral scope and have a crucial role in global peace and stability.
Fifthly, China and EU need to handle differences properly. It is natural for any bilateral
relations to have certain problems. China-EU relations are no exception. Some problems
occur because we are getting closer and are trying to align our interests, while others may
arise from insufficient mutual understanding and trust. We expect the EU to respect
China’s core interests on sovereignty and territorial integrity. We hope that the FDI
screening legislation would comply with WTO rules, and treat Chinese companies in a fair
and non-discriminatory manner. We hope that the EU would relax export control toward
China, and foster a more favorable environment for high-tech cooperation.
Ladies and Gentlemen,
As I speak, President XI Jinping is visiting Spain and, in a few days, Portugal. We could
foresee that the visits could further deliver the benefits of China’s reform and opening up to
European partners, and inject new impetus to China’s relations with Spain, Portugal and
Europe at large.
To conclude, I wish this Forum a great success, and wish you productive discussions.
Thank you.
http://www.chinamission.be/eng/mh/t1617937.htm

